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Abstract; The externality of tourism industrial agglomeration has a two-way impact on the im-
provement of industrial efficiency. It is of great significance to accurately determine the relationship
between tourism industrial agglomeration and efficiency for guiding the sustainable development of
tourism industry. Based on the panel data of 114 cities in China’s coastal provinces from 2010 to 2017,
this paper analyzes spatial-temporal evolution characteristics of tourism industry agglomeration and ef-
ficiency and conducts an empirical study on the relationship between tourism industrial agglomeration
and efficiency with the panel vector auto-regression model (PVAR). The results show that on the one
hand, the level of tourism industry agglomeration and efficiency in coastal provinces increased slightly
from 2010 to 2017 thanks to their own inertial development, with the development inert of tourism in-
dustrial agglomeration being more than tourism efficiency. On the other hand, the tourism industrial
agglomeration has a negative impact on tourism efficiency in coastal provinces at present stage, but the
tourism efficiency has a positive impact on tourism industrial agglomeration. What is more, from the
provincial regression results, tourism industrial agglomeration in Hebei, Tianjin and Fujian has signif-
icantly improved tourism efficiency at present stage with positive externality dominating. In Shanghai
and Zhejiang province, tourism industrial agglomeration has no significant impact on efficiency and is
at a turning point from tourism agglomeration positive externality to negative, Tourism industrial ag-
glomeration in Liaoning, Shandong, Jiangsu, Guangdong, Guangxi and Hainan provinces hinders the
improvement of tourism industrial efficiency with the constraints of congestion effect gradually appea-
ring. Finally, this paper provides policy suggestions on controlling the tourism industry agglomeration
level, constructing eco-industrial clusters, and attaching importance to tourism innovation.
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